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A Message from the Upper School Principal and the IBDP Coordinator

In January of 2020, the International School of Ougadagagou became the first “IBDP”
English speaking school in Ouagadougou and in Burkina Faso, a distinction that is
officially authorized by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).

At the time, the IBO was still relatively unknown as an academic organization, here at the
International School of Ougadagagou.  Its overall concept is to create a more “uniform”
international curriculum.   For the last decade the IBDP is internationally regarded as an
academic model, firmly rooted in its commitment to providing students with
opportunities to develop the skills necessary to succeed in a globally interdependent
world.

The IB Diploma Program’s interdisciplinary approach is one that is widely viewed by
colleges and universities around the world as a comprehensive approach to higher
education preparation. The curriculum, authentic assessments, promotion of international
mindedness, and thorough teacher training are among the many reasons why the IBO has
become a desirable pursuit.

All International School of Ougadagagou students are IB students and all staff and
students strive to model the IB Learner Profile. While all 11th and 12th Graders take, at a
minimum, IB English and math, many other courses are available to them and some opt
to pursue the IB Diploma. The IB Diploma is a comprehensive, two-year course of study
beginning in eleventh grade.  The coursework is intellectually stimulating and leads to
examinations on which students must demonstrate critical understanding of subject
matter.

IB courses are open to all students, however, students must gain teacher
recommendations to participate in the IBDP.  The Principal, IB Coordinator and teachers
will work together to determine which course of study best suits the individual student
using empirical evidence. Candidates will have earned all required credits for Grade 10 to
be eligible for participation in the IBDP. It is also suggested that students possess a
minimum of a 2.5 GPA. The Principal and IBC, acting upon the recommendations of IB
teachers, will ask students to exit the program during year one if satisfactory performance
is not evident, Colleges and universities are eager to attract IB Diploma students because
they are recognized as being prepared to participate in college-level work, they have
proven that they can do independent research and study, they have cultivated sound
thinking and communication skills, they have engaged in extracurricular activities in
addition to academic studies, and they are globally minded. Please contact Maria Helen
Pichette (IB Coordinator) at m.pichette@iso.bf or Dean Jex (Upper School Principal) at
d.jex@iso.bf should you have any questions.
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ISO mission statement

The International School of Ouagadougou cultivates diversity, respect, knowledge
and character, and strives to develop global citizens who contribute towards a
better, more peaceful world.

IB mission statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and
caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.
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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP)

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP) is a comprehensive
course of studies for students aged 16 to 19. It is designed to be undertaken in the
last two years of secondary school.

Started in 1968, the DP is now taught in over 150 countries in more than 3 000
schools. “The DP was established to provide students with a balanced education,
facilitate geographic and cultural mobility and to promote international
understanding.” (ibo.org) Its focus is on:
● fostering critical thinking and building problem-solving skills
● encouraging diversity, international mindedness, curiosity and a healthy

appetite for learning and excellence

“Through the DP, schools are able to develop students who:
● have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge
● flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically
● study at least two languages
● excel in traditional academic subjects
● explore the nature of knowledge through the programme’s unique theory of

knowledge course.” (ibo.org)

During their two years in the DP, the students take six courses in six academic
areas. These subject groups represent the major domains of learning across all
subject disciplines of a curriculum. In addition to these 6 groups, students have a
mandatory core component made up of three requirements. A final examination
session in May prepares the students for success at university.
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The IB learner Profile
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The IB curriculum model

In the DP, the Learner Profile (LP) is at the centre of the programme. These 10
attributes are taught through various approaches to teaching and learning. Unique
core components - Theory of knowledge (TOK); Creativity, Activity and Service
(CAS); Extended Essay (EE) - underpin the teaching of the 6 groups of studies. All
of this is done through International-mindedness.
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Approaches to Learning

Learning how to learn enables students to be in control of their own learning and
develop self-reliance and confidence. The IB outlines 5 skill areas that comprise
the Approaches to Learning that overlap in a practical sense throughout activities,
engagements, and processes at school and beyond.
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Definition of Terms and Abbreviations in the IB Diploma Program

CAS - Creativity Activity Service: CAS involves those learning experiences
beyond the classroom in three categories- Creativity, Activity, and Service- in
extracurricular activities during the course of two years.

Diploma Candidate – Student who is taking the full IB Program in junior and
senior years and is also completing the CAS, EE, and TOK components. Upon
satisfactory completion of the IB Diploma Program, an IB Diploma will be issued
by IBO.

Diploma Course Candidate – Student who is taking one or more IB courses in
Junior and/or Senior years. Diploma Course Candidates earn certificates for each
IB Course they complete.

EE - Extended Essay: A 4,000-word independent research paper submitted by full
Diploma Candidates during the senior year. Students formulate an argument, use
research to support that argument and reach a conclusion.

HL - Higher Level: Designates a course that is 240 hours or 2 years in length:
taken junior and senior years.

SL - Standard Level: Designates a course that is no less than 150 hours in length.
All SL courses are offered over two years except for IB science courses since they
include double period classes every other day.

IA - Internal Assessment: Evaluative work (presentations, oral interviews, papers,
etc.) that is assigned and scored by the IB teachers using IBO’s scoring criteria.
The IA is then externally moderated (scored) by external examiners.

IBO - International Baccalaureate Organization: IB Organization as a whole,
which includes offices in Geneva, Switzerland, Maryland, Vancouver, Cardiff, and
various regional offices. Visit the web site for more information: www.ibo.org

External Assessment: Work sent to examiners and moderators of the IB
Organization to be evaluated. Work is sent to examiners in over 100 different
countries. IB exams (known as papers) are graded this way.

TOK - Theory of Knowledge: A required course for Diploma Candidates but open
to all students. Students explore the basis for knowledge.
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The DP Core

Along with their six courses, IBDP students have the opportunity to learn through
the core of the program which includes Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Creativity,
Activity, and Service (CAS) and the Extended Essay (EE).

Theory of Knowledge is a course designed to teach students critical thinking. The
TOK course challenges students’ assumptions about the world and helps them to
recognize the wide range of perspectives that exist. The central questions in the
course are “What do I know?” and “How do I know that?”. Keeping this in mind,
students investigate the influence of culture, past experience, sense perception,
emotion, and other factors on forming our beliefs about the world we live in. IBDP
graduates from other schools always say that the TOK course fundamentally
changed the way they think, and it can be difficult, inspiring, uncomfortable, and
highly engaging.

The CAS program has some similarities to Service Learning, particularly in regard
to the student-initiated projects that address a need in the broader community. It is
essentially a component that centers on learning through experience, and CAS
emphasizes the importance of goal-setting and thoughtful reflection in students’
growth and development.

The Extended Essay is an argumentative research paper that must be limited to
4000 words. It requires the student to find a subject they are passionate about and
take on the role of expert as they investigate a very specific topic at great depth.
The EE is mainly independent and must be done over the course of the two years.

The six subject groups

The DP covers six subject groups.

They are:
● Studies in language and literature
● Language and acquisition
● Individuals and societies
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● Sciences
● Mathematics
● The Arts

Students must choose one course from each of the six groups.

If a student wants to study two sciences, they can opt out of the group 6 option.

Courses are taken at the Higher level (HL) or the Standard level (SL). Each student
must have three HL courses.
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The IBDP at ISO

The International Baccalaureate’s Diploma Programme started at ISO in August
2020. The adoption of this world renowned programme made sense for ISO since it
encompasses some of our school’s and students’ traits:
● critical thinking,
● international mindedness,
● multilingualism.

The IB, like ISO, challenges “students to excel in their studies and in their personal
development” and gives them skills that will better prepare them for higher
education.

The IB at ISO is also the opportunity to be challenged, to develop a broader
perspective, to contribute to a diverse community, to grow through that diversity, to
address the needs of others, and to take action.

Options
Full diploma candidates
All students are encouraged to enter the DP as full diploma candidates. This
means that they will choose one course from each of the six groups and will
complete the core requirements (TOK, CAS, EE). In May 2023, they will
participate in the IB exam session and, according to their grades, should be
awarded an IB Diploma in July 2023. If a student withdraws from the
Diploma Program after the initial registration deadline, parents will be
assessed for exams fees paid by ISO. Additionally, ISO reserves  the right to
bill parents for other fees involving instructional and training costs should
students withdraw after completing year one of the program.

Course candidates
Students who are interested in the DP, but feel that it is not the right fit are
encouraged to register to individual courses. Students can take as many or as
few DP courses as they want, in consultation with the Diploma Programme
coordinator (DPC). These courses can be at the HL or the SL.

With this option, the students will not complete the core requirements for the
IB. However, they will still be following the TOK course and have Service
Learning requirements to complete in order to receive their ISO diploma.
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Most classes will be with DP students, but their course requirements will be
slightly modified.

At the end of their two years, students will receive a certificate stating which
IBDP courses they completed successfully.

Non DP candidates
Students can decide that the DP is not the right fit for them and they want to
take regular classes. In those cases, course selection must ensure to reflect
the ISO graduation requirements. In most classes, students will be with DP
students, but their course requirements will be slightly modified. Students
will still be following the TOK course and have Service Learning
requirements to complete in order to receive their ISO diploma.

Bilingual Diploma
All students who will take two Group 1 courses - English A and French A -
automatically become DP bilingual diploma candidates. They will be awarded a
bilingual diploma with a grade of 3 or higher in both courses.

Entry requirements
Admission to the DP is open to all students currently enrolled at ISO, but students
wishing to study in the full diploma must meet acceptable levels of achievement in
Grades 9 and 10. This includes the successful completion of all Grade 9 and 10
ISO course requirements.   Additionally, grade 10 students will seek
recommendations to study IB courses from their current subject teachers.

For each registration, a meeting will be scheduled with the student, the parents and
the DPC to discuss the students’ choices and study options.

Course selection
Students must choose one course from each of the six groups.

For full DP candidates, there are two exceptions:
● A student taking English A and French A (both in Group 1) does not need a

Group 2 option.
● A student taking both sciences, Biology and Physics (Group 4), does not

need a Group 6 option.
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Students opting to be Course candidates or non DP students must ensure that they
complete the ISO requirements at the end of Grade 12:
● English - 4.0 credits
● Mathematics - 4.0 credits
● Social Studies - 3.0 credits
● Science - 4.0 credits
● French/ESOL - 3.0 credits
● Arts - 1.0 credit

Students must choose three HL courses and three SL courses. It is possible to
choose four HL courses.

Course listing for 2022-2024
Group 1: Studies in language and literature
● English A HL
● English A SL
● French A HL
● French A SL

Group 2: Language and acquisition
● French B HL
● French B SL

Group 3: Individuals and societies
● Economics HL
● Economics SL
● History HL
● History SL

Group 4: Sciences
● Biology HL
● Biology SL
● Physics HL
● Physics SL

Group 5: Mathematics
● Analysis and Approaches HL
● Analysis and Approaches SL
● Applications and Interpretations SL
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Group 6: The Arts
● Theatre HL
● Theater SL
● Visual Arts HL
● Visual Arts SL

Higher Level/Standard Level
A Higher level (HL) course takes up 240 teaching hours over two years.
There is also more content to be covered.

A Standard level (SL) course takes up 150 teaching hours over two years.

Students from HL and SL courses are in the same class together. When HL
content is taught, the SL students have study time.

Online courses
Students may take an IB course online as a portion of their IB Diploma with
permission from the DPC. Parents must consent to students enrolling in an
online course and will be financially responsible for the additional tuition
expense over the two years of the program. In most cases, students should be
able to complete the DP by enrolling in courses offered by ISO. If a student
is seeking to enroll in an online course, strong justification for this decision
will be required in order to obtain the required permission from the DPC.

Online courses are offered through Pamoja Education. These courses are
taught online through a blend of independent learning, videos, collaborative
work, and varied forms of assessment. The online course instruction will be
responsible for marking Internal Assessment work, marking exams,
determining an IB predicted grade, and determining semester grades for the
course. ISO assigns a site-based coordinator for online courses who is
responsible for checking on student progress, converting the online course
grade to the ISO grading system and reporting it to students and parents,
facilitating the completion of IB assessments where necessary, and
facilitating online course assessments that must be completed with
supervision.

Tutoring
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With the rigor and increased content of the DP curriculum, more students are
working with external tutors. Although some of these hired tutors claim to be “IB
recognized” or “IB authorized”, no such thing exists in the IB. Tutors can be
certified to teach the DP in their own school, but the IB does not have a recognized
tutoring system. It is therefore crucial that all students who are working with
external tutors also work with their ISO teachers. Tutors should always be in
contact with the student’s teacher in order to understand in which areas they should
focus their work.

Assessment in the IBDP
All students in the IBDP worldwide are assessed through a rigorous system.
Examiners are trained for each assessment in each subject to mark students’ work,
but these examiners also moderate the teachers’ marks to ensure that everyone is
graded with the same rigor and fairness.

Types of assessments
Internal assessments (IA)
Internal assessments (IA) include any IB assessment that is completed by the
student and marked by the teacher. In these assessments, the subject teacher
will mark the student work against the published IA assessment criteria and
will send the marks to the IB to be used in awarding a grade for the subject.
Internal assessments are moderated, which means the IB requests a sample
of student work from the school and then evaluates how precisely and
accurately the teacher marked the work in relation to the IA assessment
criteria. The marks for each student in a class may be adjusted up or down
according to the results of the moderation process. Students and parents
should be aware that the marks assessed by the teacher for the IA may not be
the final marks.

IAs include the following:
● oral work in languages
● laboratory work in the sciences
● investigations in mathematics
● commentary analysis in economics
● artistic performances
● exhibition in TOK

External assessments (EA)
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External assessments (EA) include any IB assessment that is completed by
the student and marked by an IB examiner. Most often external assessments
are exams completed in May of year 2, but these may also include the HL
Essay in IB English or French Language and Literature or the Comparative
Study in IB Visual Arts. External assessments completed on paper, i.e.
exams like IB Biology paper 1, paper 2, or paper 3, for example, are mailed
to IB examiners. Other external assessments completed digitally (i.e. typed
by computer), like the Extended Essay, TOK Essay, etc., are uploaded to the
IB online system on behalf of the student by the DPC.

EAs include the following:
● essay in TOK and Language A
● research presentation, solo theater piece and director’s notebook in

Theatre
● process portfolio and comparative study in Visual Arts
● exams are also EAs

ISO assessments
Assessment in the IB Diploma Program and IB courses at ISO reflect the
ISO assessment policy. ISO uses a blend of formative and summative
assessments, and the types of assignments, rubrics, and coursework are
determined by the teacher and may vary from class to class.

ISO assessments include the following:
● quiz
● tests
● projects
● one part of an IA or an EA (one criteria, for example)

While the IB grade for a course is determined through the internal and
external assessments, the ISO grade is determined from a student’s body of
work throughout the semester and is an average of coursework, including
assessments, and the semester exam, if applicable.

While the IB awards a grade on a 1-7 scale, ISO uses the 1-7 scale for all IB
work where formative and summative grading is required.

Grading/Semester grades
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Semester grades are reported twice per year and are the basis for awarding
credit in a course at ISO. All full semester courses earn 0.5 credit, and all

courses given a grade on the 1 -7 scale with corresponding GPA.

Online Pajome courses also are assigned a semester grade and impact on
GPA calculations.

It should be noted by students and parents that ISO correlates or aligns ISO
grades to IB awarded grades. ISO recognizes a number of factors that
influence the grades awarded for IB courses and that ISO courses are graded
using a body of work completed over the semester. Students and parents
should be careful not to use the ISO course grade as a projection of how
students may perform on IB exams or other IB assessments. Instead,
students and parents should set their expectations based upon personal
reflection and the IB predicted grades determined by subject teachers at
various times over the two years as outlined in the Predicted Grades section
of this handbook.

Predicted grades
The Predicted Grade (PG) is the teacher’s prediction of the grade the
candidate is expected to achieve in the subject taught. The grade is estimated
in accordance with all of the evidence of the candidate’s work and the
teacher’s knowledge of the IB standards and criteria.
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Predicted grades are not an average of the grades received up to the point
they are given. Instead, they really are predictions on behalf of the teachers
as to what they believe the final results will be, based on the work to date
and their predictions about future progress.

ISO collects predicted grades from teachers twice per year: June of year 1
and February of year 2. Teachers will be requested to provide a predicted
grade on a 1-7 scale in June for each student in their class in year 1, and the
counselor and DPC will meet with students and their parents to review their
predicted grades and make recommendations for improvement.

The predicted grades collected in February of year 2 are sent directly to the
IB.

Please remember that predicted grades are provided as a courtesy to
students, and that not all (in fact, few) IB schools issue them to students.

Mock exams
Mock exams are given towards the end of the second year of study, before
the official exam session. The purpose of mock exams is to put the students
in a real life situation to prepare them for the official exam session. It is also
to see if the curriculum content has been well understood and if additional
teaching is required. The mock exams are graded and count towards the
student’s final grade at ISO.

IB May exam session
Final exams are held during the first three weeks of May. Dates and times
are scheduled by the IB a year in advance.

The exam calendar is given to students in November of their second year.

During the exam period, students are required to be at school only when they
have a scheduled exam. They are allowed on campus to study, but must
sign-up in advance.

The last regular course day for all seniors is the day prior to the start of the
first exam.
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Non DP students have their exam week during the last week of the official
IB exam session. Those exams are done during their regular class time.

Awarding of the IB Diploma
● DP category candidates must study six subjects, plus the three core

subjects—EE, TOK and CAS. They must accumulate no fewer than 24
points out of 45 from assessment in these subjects, in addition to grade
stipulations.

● If a candidate scores less than 24 points, the diploma is not awarded.

The additional requirements for the award of the diploma are as follows.
● CAS requirements have been met.
● There is no “N” awarded for TOK, the EE or for a contributing subject.
● There is no grade E awarded for TOK and/or the EE.
● There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
● There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (SL or HL).
● There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL).
● The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects. (For candidates

who register for four HL subjects, the three highest grades count.)
● The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects. (Candidates who

register for two SL subjects must gain at least 5 points at SL.)
● The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the

final award committee.

A bilingual diploma will be awarded to a successful candidate who fulfills one or
more of the following criteria.
● Completion of two languages selected from the studies in language and

literature subject group with the award of a grade 3 or higher in both
languages

The remaining 3 additional points for the 45 points total are awarded for the
combined grades of the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge. The matrix
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below shows how the 3 additional points are awarded using the core components
A-E grades.

Value of IB for College/University

Universities may extend a conditional offer to students based in part on the
student's anticipated grades submitted by the school. If their final IB scores are
significantly lower than previously reported, it is possible for the university to
withdraw its offer.

Graduation and Final IB Scores

After the IB exam session, seniors come to school for an additional week (in 2022,
May 23rd to 27th). They follow a modified schedule and will finalize some
graduation traditions: paint the senior wall, paint their individual tile, prepare the
Senior assembly and rehearse for the graduation.
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Graduation takes place on the Saturday following that last week (in 2022, May
28th). ISO evaluates the credits earned over 4 years of High School for each grade
12 student to determine eligibility for graduation.

Final IB scores and the awarding of the IB Diploma occurs in the first week of
July. IB scores and IB Diplomas will have no bearing on the awarding of an ISO
High School Diploma and will not appear on the transcript.

DP results are available to the DPC on July 5th following the examination session
and on July 6th to DP students. All students are issued unique PIN codes to access
their results. Finally, the IB communicates results to the universities selected by
students.

Assessment Policy

I. Statement of the Assessment Philosophy:   The International School of
Ouagadougou High School community of administrators, teachers, students and
parents believes that effective assessment is to acknowledge what students, know,
understand and are able to do.

2. Assessments should be both formative and summative, and reflect the authentic
tasks. All students enrolled in classes are required to take the corresponding
world/state/local assessment at the end of the course. As an IBDP School the
International School of Ouagadougou High School stakeholders recognize the
importance of criterion-related assessment as a way to measure and inform
teaching and learning. Criterion-related assessment assesses students’ work in
relation to specific, identified criteria.

3. Principles That Underpin All Assessment Practices International School of
Ouagadougou High School assesses students in order to:  Enhance student learning
monitor and evaluate student progress towards meeting course and IB Diploma
Program standards. Provide feedback to students, parents and stakeholders. Gather
evidence to support teacher reflection on teacher effectiveness  Inform curriculum
review and instruction
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4. Formative and Summative Assessment Practices All teachers and students
engage in formative assessment activities throughout the school year to monitor for
student progress and support student improvement in every course. Additionally,
IB teachers analyze their assessments and data to align their curriculum and
grading with IB standards. This is done with the coordination of the IB Coordinator
and Administrator on an ongoing basis. Formative assessment includes but is not
limited to ongoing classroom quizzes, oral presentations, homework, etc.  Use of
presentation rubrics and teacher collaborated IB-based rubrics across grades and
subjects. Regular teacher collaboration to develop benchmarks and timely
assessments based on IB rubrics that inform their instruction and student learning.

5. Summative assessments measure student knowledge and achievement at the
end of units and courses of study. Summative assessment includes IB-specific
subject group modeled assessments (midterms and finals) that are common among
subject areas IB- specific subject group internal and external assessments.

6. Additional academic support is available for students whose performance data
suggests that they need assistance. The goal is to ensure that students are provided
as many opportunities as possible to demonstrate their knowledge and experience
success. The International School of Ouagadougou strives to identify struggling
students early and implement intervention services and strategies.

7. Grading and Marking Practices Through the use of an electronic portal, grade
books are maintained and available to students and parents electronically
throughout the year. At the midpoint of each quarter, each student (and parent)
receives a report of his or her progress including, where applicable, IB-based score
comments. Updates on student progress are always available via the Parent Portal
online. At the end of each quarter, a report is posted which provides student
academic performance data, attendance and punctuality data, and behavioral data.

Academic Honesty

As an IB school, The International School of Ouagadougou recognizes the
importance of being “principled” as identified in the IB Learner Profile. According
to the Diploma Programme: From principles into practice, “all coursework –
including work to be submitted for assessment - is to be authentic, based on the
student’s individual and original ideas with the ideas and work of others fully
acknowledged.”  To this end
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● All members of the ISO school community will strive to model principled
behavior that reflects academic integrity.

● Teachers will share with students the citation format(s) they should use in
assignments and assessments (e.g. MLA, APA, etc.). Examples of how to
cite and acknowledge use of original authorship in students’ work will be
modeled in the classroom.

● Teachers will share strategies and knowledge of use of materials such as
internet plagiarism tools with students to help them understand and use
proper sourcing and citation in their work.

● Students will learn and practice academic honesty as part of their
Approaches to Learning skill development.

● Plagiarism checkers will be used in classes for major projects or as deemed
necessary by subject teachers and for work to be submitted for IB internal
and external assessments.

Resources (for Academic Honesty Section)
● Faculty Handbook International Baccalaureate Organization Academic

honesty in the educational context 2014
● International Baccalaureate Organization Diploma Programme: From

principles into practice 2015
● IB Academic Integrity

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/76d2b6d4731f44ff800d0d06d371a892/aca
demic-integrity-policy-english.pdf
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