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Adrian Horton

Incoming Associate Elementary Principal
International School of Ouagadougou
I have 18 years of experience in teaching science, math, arts, physical
education, and school administration in the United Kingdom and at
international schools in Indonesia, Nigeria, and Poland. In 2003, I received my bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University of Portsmouth and over the past 19 years have engaged in continuing education to expand my skills and knowledge. Prior to my career in education, I served in the British military for 14 years. These varied experiences have informed my teaching philosophy and allowed me to better
understand and serve all kinds of students.
My first official experience in educational leadership was as a
Curriculum Coordinator in Southampton, United Kingdom.
Since that time, I moved abroad and have served in the roles of
teacher and administrator in three international school systems.
As Upper School Principal at North Jakarta International
School, I served as administrator, head of security, and primary
advisor to the Head of School while continuing to teach Middle
School Science. In Nigeria, I worked as the Athletics and Activities Director and served on the leadership team at the American International School of Lagos. Both of these positions provided me the opportunity to see the school simultaneously
from an educator and administrator’s perspective. I also
worked as an assistant to the Middle School Principal while I
worked through a master’s program in Educational Leadership. I
worked in Poland at the American School of Warsaw, mainly as a
science and art teacher although helped with many leadership
and coaching projects while working on another master’s program for Art Education.
I’m looking forward to sharing my skills and experiences with
the students and staff at the International School of Ouagadougou
this autumn!
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Joanna Dempster Bashir
I am originally from Canada and hold graduate degrees in music performance and education. I have been teaching music at different
schools for the past 14 years (both in Canada, and at three schools here
in Africa) and I am delighted to be soon teaching music in Ouagadougou! For the first semester in Elementary School, I will be providing
maternity coverage for Ms. Keyara Fleece.
I will also be working with the Upper School Quarter Class teaching
“Performing Arts” throughout the school year.
My objective is to create an environment that supports students’ engagement, agency, and performance by exploring many areas in music
education. I incorporate a balance of both Orff and Kodaly teaching methods that encourage us
to think imaginatively, work collaboratively, and reflect deeply on the music we create and
perform. In the music classroom, we will practice empathy, discover our unique gifts, use music as a tool for social change, and learn to believe more in ourselves and one another. We will
also focus on approaches to learning that overlap with other subject areas, allowing us to transfer our knowledge inside and outside the classroom.
I look forward to creating music with our International School of Ouagadougou students and
guiding them in their musical journey. The sense of joy and peace we can find in making and
experiencing music is something I have experienced throughout my life and seek to share with
all my students. My classroom is always open, so please make an appointment, stop in and join
in the fun!
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Janay Washington
Greetings and salutations to my new ISO family!
I am Ms. Janay Washington from Virginia Beach, Virginia. I’m so very
excited to return to West Africa and to be a part of your school community. I will be teaching 3rd grade and I am completely elated to meet my
students. This will also be my 10th year teaching! This is a very special
milestone for me because I have taught in three countries over this time:
U.S., Cote d’ Ivoire, and Nigeria.
In my personal world, I
have a small dog, Widget who will be joining
me during the year. I enjoy reading, bird
watching, and watching sports and movies.
I look forward to bringing and giving the
best parts of myself to ensure the success of
our students. Thank you for welcoming me
to your community.
See you in August.

Isaac Marrero Domngal
I am more than pleased to introduce myself to everyone! My name is
Isaac Marrero Domngal and I hale from the Philippines. I am thrilled
to join the International School of Ouagadougou and to teach Social
Studies along with English in the Upper School level.
I am looking forward to have a diverse yet an enthusiastic learning
with the students by using different and efficient teaching and learning
methods. In this way, the students will not just learn but will also enjoy
the process of it.
I have been teaching internationally for more than five years now in countries such as Thailand , Myanmar and Indonesia. My experiences in these countries differ from each other. A lot
of challenges occurred but one thing is for sure, these encounters taught me to be stronger,
confident and most especially a better educator.
I wish that this year and the following years to come will be great and awesome for the students and the school.
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Luke Pinney
Science Teacher
My name is Luke Pinney and I will be joining ISO with my
wife who is teaching art across the school. I will be teaching
science and physics at diploma level and hope to be involved in
lots of activities outside of the classroom. I am really looking
forward to living in a tropical environment and experiencing all
the fantastic fauna and flora the area has to offer.
I have been teaching for over 30 years and, have lived and
worked in six different continents starting in New Zealand then
USA, Jamaica, Spain, Peru, China and most recently in Sudan.
For the last six years we have been renovating an old farmhouse in the north-west of England and now that it is more or
less complete have decided to continue exploring the world.
I am really looking forward to becoming part of the ISO community in just a couple of
months.

Sarah Pinney
My name is Sarah Pinney and I will be joining ISO as an art specialist. I live and breathe art
and believe that the children I work with are some of the most energetic and innovate artists I
have had the pleasure to meet.
I have worked in a few different international Schools now and love the opportunities that each location has offered;
both in personal growth mindset and opportunities for art. My husband Luke
and I were drawn to ISO for a number
of reasons: small school with not-forprofit status, very friendly vibe, wanting
to explore the area and my obsession
with West African textiles.
Outside of work, I produce my own art,
run a bit, read a bit, sing a bit and love a
good chat! We live in the incredible
Lake District National Park in the UK,
right next to the sea. Here we have
raised sheep, chickens, vegetables, and
some pretty amazing children.
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