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Letter From The Upper School Principal  

Greetings from the Upper School Office, 

 
As we start the second quarter of the 2020-2021 School Year, we are returning our focus in 
Upper School, from our physical reopening with new health and safety protocols, back to our 
students’ robust academic program.  

The end of the first quarter of the school year, prior to our fall break, was indeed a busy 
one with tests, quizzes, and other assessments that needed to be completed before the end 
of the quarter, which ended the very same week that we completed our Middle States Vir-
tual Re-Accreditation visit. That visit, in itself, highlighted the quality of our academic 
program. 

Now, with the second quarter firmly in place, as a division, we will continue to focus sys-
tematically on challenging our students. As we know, they will rise to the challenge and 
emerge more capable and more confident! 

Yesterday, we saw that confidence as we collaborated with the U.S Mission SPEAR 
team, with their local partners based here in Burkina Faso.  We orchestrated a successful 
off-campus safe haven drill with all students, teachers, and staff departing our physical 
campus for various safe havens to ensure another layer of our safety and security proce-
dures is firmly in place.  

I was truly impressed as the students were very mature, well-behaved, and demonstrated 
situational awareness in understanding the context of treating this drill with the serious-
ness and care it deserved! 

PSAT on Oct. 14: students in grade 11 sat for the PSAT/NMSQT test in preparation for 
college entrance exams. This practice assessment will provide good feedback on students’ 
development in English and Mathematics as well as indicate how they would score on an 
actual SAT exam.  

Students were very focused on this assessment and if they wish, they can continue doing 
practice questions either on Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) or on Khan Academy 
(www.khanacademy.org).  
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Quarter I Report Cards: On Monday, the Upper School Team, sent home the Quarter I 
Report Cards via PlusPortals. This way, none of us needed to be worried about them be-
ing “lost” on the way home. The report cards are still viewable on PlusPortals, and 
demonstrate your students’ internal progress during the first ten weeks of school. If you 
have not done so already, please take a moment to review your students’ report cards in 
advance of our Teacher Conferences tomorrow, which will be from 13:00 – 19:00.  If 
you have not signed up for a conference yet, you may still do so by clicking this link. 

 

During the first quarter of this school year … we saw the two most important pieces of 
our educational process “quality communication” alongside “positive and proactive 
parent support.”  Here at the International School of Ouagadougou we look forward to 
using those two ingredients tomorrow during our Teacher conferences, and going for-
ward into Quarter II. 

 
Have a great afternoon 

 
Jeff 

 

 

Upper School Quick Reminder for Quarter II. 

 Teacher recommended “After School Study Sessions,” along with potential deten-
tions will be held on Tuesday from 3:30 - 4:30.  Notification will be sent to the parents 
by the Friday before the Tuesday after school session.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16x2eiky3gPPmQ203TKO5VEc3h4TV7oN9pNmZ961KuuM/edit?usp=sharing
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Letter From The Elementary School Principal 

November 12, 2020 
 
Dear Elementary School Families, 
 
The school year is off to a wonderful start. It is truly hard to believe that we are already in the 
second quarter of teacher and learning. Please keep your child safe by ensuring he or she ar-
rives at school each day wearing a mask or face shield and please pack an extra one in his/her 
backpack as a backup.  
 
As mentioned before, our dear colleague, teacher and friend Mr. Allan Gale is currently on 
medical leave in South Africa due to a severe case of malaria. The road to recovery may be 
long so let’s continue to keep Allan in our thoughts and prayers. In the meantime Simone 
Bado will serve as the kindergarten and grade 1 teacher. Simone is a certified teacher, a Burki-
na faso native and has served as a substitute teacher for ISO for 2 years. We appreciate her for 
her help and support during this difficult time.  
 
Parent Teacher Conferences: Conferences will take place on Tomorrow from 12:00pm-
7:00pm. Parent teacher conferences serve as an excellent opportunity for parents and teachers 
to connect and discuss student assessment results and plans for individual growth and im-
provement as the school year progresses. Students are not required to attend this round of con-
ferences. Please contact your child’s teacher if you need to schedule an appointment for a con-
ference at a different time. 
*Please note that this is a half day and students will be dismissed promptly at 12:00pm.  

Elementary School Assemblies: Each month we have an Elementary Assembly. This school 
year’s assemblies serve as a time where students can participate in a variety of collaborative 
and engaging activities. 

Last month's costume/ movie day assembly was a huge success. The morning began with a 
costume fashion show during which every elementary student walked down the runway 
flaunting their favorite costume. The fashion show was immediately followed by storytime, a 
video, sports activities and crafts. 
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The afternoon movie time was also extremely successful and fun for the students. Congratula-
tions to the members of the Elementary Student Council for hosting their first event and thank 
you to everyone who purchased snack packs and donated items to make the event a success.  

*All student council proceeds will go towards future elementary events and service 
learning initiatives. 

Monthly Awards: During assemblies 2 students from each class are recognized for modeling 
one of ISO’s 5C’s  

 
congratulations to the recipients of last month’s Collaboration award. This month’s trait is 
Critical Thinking. Please speak with your children about how they can model the 5C ’s 
(Critical Thinking, Communication, Creativity, Collaboration and Community)  on a daily ba-
sis.  

 
MSA Virtual  Accreditation Visit 
ISO’s virtual accreditation visit took place October 19-21, 2020. We are pleased to announce 
that ISO received the recommendation for full accreditation! This is especially exciting be-
cause we also have no stipulations or monitoring issues! Kudos to all of the students, parents 
and staff who played a role in making the virtual accreditation visit a success! 
 
 
Thank you for your continued collaboration for student success. As always please feel free to 
contact me or your child’s teachers if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
      Ms. Mixon 

Associate Elementary School Principal 
 

Follow me on Twitter @MixonISO for the most up to date Elementary ISO news  
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AISA Membership Renewal 
 


