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Letter From The Upper School Principal  

–A Quote to Consider– 
  

"Since March of 2020, it's important to remember that every teacher is learning a new trade, as if 
they are a first-year teacher."   

–Michael Nachbar, GOA 
 
 

Dear Upper School Families, 
 
I love the “quote to consider” as this is not just true for teachers, but also for parents, students, cafe-
teria workers, and even us, school administrators.  
 
Since school recommenced physically on campus for three half-days on August 19th, students, facul-
ty and staff have all gone “above and beyond” in following our new health and hygiene practices. 
We feel, in our third week of “being back”, that the implementation of these practices are firmly in 
place. To date, we have: 
 

Over a dozen newly-installed hand washing stations 
Over 40 automated hand sanitizer dispensers 
Three areas where Plexiglas has been installed 
New procedures implemented for school arrival, student lunch, and school dismissal. 

 
To see a full list of our reopening plan, please visit our website and see the following link.  

 
Our re-opening health and safety measures are not just limited to physical improvements, but also in 
behavioral modifications, as students now wear face coverings, are social distancing, and doing daily 
temperature checks.  In addition, as a community, we are all working together in holding our full 
school dismissal at 3:15p.m. 
 
Our overall goal in Upper School is to ensure that we can fully focus on Academics, after being off-
site for almost six months. 
 
In regards to Academics, one of the critical areas of focus in Upper School is college admissions. We 

take post-secondary education very seriously and see this as a key measure of our success as an insti-

tution.  

ISO students are supported for university placement in 3 ways: workshops, resources, and counsel-

ing. Tonight for example, September 10th, students in Grades 11 and 12, and their families, are invit-

ed for a University Information Night. The event will be held from 6:00 – 8:00p.m, and Ms. Nancy 

Sanfo will provide information to learn about making a short list of schools, admission factors, and 

the application process for universities. 

https://www.iso.bf/download_file/414/637
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Ms. Sanfo supports students directly through the university placement process, and sets meet-
ings with seniors, their parents, and with grade 11 students who are getting an early start on 
the process. She also maintains office hours for students to drop in for a One-to-one support. 
 
However, the most important ingredient for students’ success is positive proactive parent sup-
port, and we have seen that dur ing our fir st few weeks of the 2020 School Year !  I look 
forward to working with you, as we continue our journey of going from “good to great”! 
 

         
 
           Jeff Trudeau 
        Upper School Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*School on Recess. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Grades 11 – 12 Parent Information Night Tonight!! 

Fire Drill Today! 

Class Lockdown Drill September 17th
 

On Campus Safe Haven Drill September 24th
 

Staff Professional Development Day September 25th * 

ISO Holiday September 28th * 

First Quarter Progress Reports September 29th
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Letter From The Elementary School Principal 

September 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Elementary School Families, 
 
We have successfully completed our first few weeks of school at ISO! Students returned happy to see 
familiar faces and excited to meet new friends and new teachers. Welcome to all of our new families! 
Please schedule an appointment with me or with your child’s teacher if you have questions or con-
cerns about school life. 
 
Students, faculty and staff have all done a wonderful job of implementing the health and hygiene 
practices that are in place. Newly installed hand washing stations, automated hand sanitizer dispens-
ers, masks, social distancing and daily temperature checks keep the school community healthy and 
safe, and serve as an extra layer of comfort and peace of mind. 
 
At ISO we regularly practice safety and security drills. We had our first fire drill of the school year on 
September 7th, our classroom lockdown drill will take place on September 17th and the campus safe 
haven drill is scheduled to take place on. September 24thToday we had a Classroom Lockdown Drill. 
The purpose of these exercises is to ensure everyone’s safety in the event that a real emergency situa-
tion arises. Please talk to your child at home about these drills and address any concerns that might 
arise in a reassuring way, as we do in homeroom classrooms. 
 
Every child loves celebrating his or her birthday with friends! We recognize that this is important to 
young children. Please contact your child’s teacher and make advance arrangements if you would like 
to have a small celebration for your child. Given the current global pandemic all birthday celebrations 
that take place in school must contain food that is individually wrapped in advance. All celebrations 
must take place outdoors and with social distancing norms in place.  Bigger birthday celebrations may 
be arranged outside of school time and not during the school day. 
 
Thank you so much for helping students have an awesome start of the school year! I look forward to a 
year of excellence in education and collaboration. 
 
 

Ms. Mixon 
Associate Elementary School Principal 


