
1 

Hello Lower School Family, 
 
     It has been a great start to the year, with enthusiasm bubbling 
over into all the classes. 
 
     By the time you receive this newsletter, MAP testing will be al-
most over. Standardized testing, such as the Measure of Academic 
Progress will allow us to gather data and a snapshot of where our 
students currently are. The data collected here combined with class-
room assessments inform the learning and how we progress at the 
school. We will conduct MAP testing three times a year to observe 

student growth. Each teacher has been asked to guide their students about testing and help low-
er any anxiety. As individual students do well on the test, questions become increasingly hard-
er, this is normal and helps the program assess every student. If they are coming across new 
vocabulary or Math they have not accessed yet, it’s good, that means they are doing well. 
 
     Literacy day is actually on Thursday September 8, however, with MAP we have delayed it 
slightly and will make it a week-long event! All week your young ones will be doing more lit-
eracy activities. For a better understanding of what extra you can do at home here is a list com-
piled by Linda our wonderful librarian.  The literacy week(September 12-16) will culminate 
with a Fancy Dress day where students come to school dressed as their favorite character from 
a book 

     I hope you all managed to meet or contact our very own Mrs. Sarah. She will be developing 
that creative side for all our students. To assist with this we ask for your help in the form of old 
bicycles. Please contact Mrs. Sarah if you have any questions, It sounds great fun and we get to 
recycle: 

 
Dear Parents, 
I am happy to introduce myself as the new whole school art teacher for ISO.  It has been a pleasure to 
teach your children so far.   
I am contacting you as I am hoping to obtain a small number of pre-loved bikes for a sculpture project 
in the not-too-distant future.  The bikes will need to be small and not rusty (for safety reasons).   
They will not be returned once donated as we will be taking parts off, printing, drawing, painting, and 
sculpting with them!   
Please contact me directly if you are able to assist. 
 
Yours warmly 

Mrs. Sarah     

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-t0IgTx-rE8X07KngctRROgygS8EWVZ5ZHhA2uSWHS4/edit?usp=sharing
http://l.aikins@iso.bf
http://s.pinney@iso.bf
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I would also like to share that our water stations are filtered at two separate times on campus 
and it tastes great! If you still do not trust our system, please send your children with more than 
one bottle of water. As the weather becomes hotter we will need to keep their hydration up to 
keep their brains working all day. 
     We have also had some of our grade four and five audition for this year’s school perfor-
mance of the holiday movie Elf. I can not wait to see how well they do and look forward to 
seeing you all there! 
     Thank you so much for entrusting us with the education of your loved ones. Please reach 
out if you need anything, I will do my best and ensure we are delivering the best education 
possible. Community and Communication are the focus for Lower School this term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Adrian Horton 
Lower School Principal 
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Dear Upper School Community, 

Once again, welcome back! We began the 2022-23 

school year with an Upper School Assembly de-

signed to launch students forward with excite-

ment and anticipation. The assembly featured the 

introduction of new and returning teachers, an ex-

cellent motivational speech from a 2022 IB Gradu-

ate, speakers from Student Council, a KAHOOT 

competition measuring knowledge of school rules, 

concluding with an exciting dance routine. Students 

then went to Advisory where they received their 

schedules. My message to students to start the year 

was about ownership, voice, choice and responsi-

bility. I intend to provide more opportunities for 

students to have a voice and make more choices in the world around them. In exchange, I in-

vited them to take an active role in the school community, and seize ownership of their 

learning. I am encouraged by the initial response to this invitation. 

 

We witnessed a record turnout for Open House Thursday, September 1, 2022. Parents 

moved to visit classrooms of their choice for ten minute sessions allowing for a quick over-

view of their child’s classes.  Afterwards, several teachers mentioned that parents asked some 

excellent questions in their sessions. Open House serves as a terrific introduction that facil-

itates partnerships going forward.  Please know the entire US Faculty welcomes commu-

nication with parents.  

Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) testing began this week for Upper School. These tests 

provide valuable guidance for instructional planning and delivery. Please encourage your 

children to take them seriously. Parents can help this process by ensuring children have a good 

night’s sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, arrive on time and approach testing with positive atti-

tude. Our quest for student achievement is data driven. MAP give us the data we need to im-

prove learning. 

Students have been having a great time during lunch period. Various competitions, organized 

by Advisory   have provided entertainment and school spirit to the ISO campus. Students have 
had Principal’s Shootout Challenge, and will have Ski races this week. We have also re-
tained our Buddy Program. This year we have TWENTY-FOUR new students in Upper 
School. Each has been assigned a “buddy” to help them adjust to life at a new school. Addi-
tionally, our Social/Emotional Counselor, Ms. Traore, has also visited Advisories and done a 

presentation on cyber bullying.  
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We will host a competition with a local Football Club Friday, September 16, 2022 @ 15:30. 
This is our first attempt at inviting an outside team onto campus for a match since the pandem-
ic arrived.  We are approaching it with cautious optimism. We know the students are eager for 

this type of competition, but we must do it correctly and safely. Therefore, certain guidelines 
will be in place. Prudent security measures will be in place for our guests.  

 

Parents may attend by calling/email in advance to our CRO so your name can be placed 

on a guest list at Security. If this event goes well, we will expand the possibilities.  

On a musical note, enjoy this video of grade 9s performing with djembes. 

I thank you in advance for your support and cooperation.  I welcome your feedback and ideas. 

 

Dean Jex 

Upper School Principal 

https://youtu.be/tyyeUUkOIm8
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IBDP Contribution  

 
July brought us some great news for our first cohort: 100% success rate for our stu-
dents! Our 7 full Diploma candidates were awarded their diploma, in most cases, with 
grades above those they were predicted. Our 3 certificate candidates performed as 
well, also earning their official attestation. Warm congratulations to all involved in this 
success: students, teachers, parents. A small gathering was organized at ISO last 
Tuesday, August 30

th
 with students and/or families still present in Ouaga during which 

the students were awarded their official IB diploma or attestation.  
 
Looking ahead, the 2022-2023 school year is off to a great start with 24 very motivat-
ed students: 21 full DP candidates (7 in grade 12 and 14 in grade 11) and 3 certificate 
candidates (1 in grade 12 and 2 in grade 11). We continue successful initiatives like 
the after school study hall as well as regular individual meetings with students and fre-
quent communications with parents.  
 
Our first official IBDP invitation of the year is for Tuesday, September 13

th
. The event 

starts at 16h30 in the auditorium with Ms. Soubeiga who will be talking about Universi-
ty admission. The second part of the meeting will be specifically about the year 2 
(grade 12) assessments and specific expectations with myself. We hope grade 12 
students and parents can all attend. 
 

Marie-Hélène Pichette 


