
1 

Letter From The Upper School Principal  

“In the confrontation between the rock and the stream, the stream always wins - not through 

strength, but by perseverance.” H. Jackson Brown 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES!! 

This year, my first at the International School of Ouagadougou, was indeed a first of many! All 

of this, I discovered, was because the emergency contingency plan for reopening our school on 

August 19th (after six months of pandemic-forced closure) worked! As a school, we let both the 

international and local community know that ISO is back, and Burkina Faso is “open for busi-

ness.” 

This year, continuing to face the COVID-19 Global Pandemic, we were very fortunate to have 

THE BEST OF THE BEST! We worked with a positive and suppor tive parent communi-

ty, top-caliber professional educators, a support staff unequal in any of the International 

schools that I have worked at, and a Board of Trustees that maintained a strong vision and un-

wavering commitment to support the International School of Ouagadougou. I am truly hum-

bled by the progress that we have made, as a community, on all fronts, during this vital year of 

the International School of Ouagadougou’s history. 

After working in International Schools across the world … I know that there is a lot to do dur-

ing the last weeks here at ISO!!  

Below are the three areas that we need to focus on: 

2021-2022 Course Selection 

Grade 10 IB Information Evening 

Exam Schedule 

Upper School Course Selection 

May 14th - Google form sent to all US Students and incoming 6th graders 

May 28th - Final day for students to submit the Google form to Upper School Ad-

ministration 

May 31st to June 4th - Upper School Administration meets with the students who 

have not submitted their form and fills it with them 

June 7th - Deadline to bring the form back with the parents' signature 
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Grade 10 IB Information Evening 

On Tuesday, May 25th, students and parents of Grade 10 students (incoming 11th grade) are 

invited to attend the IBDP information session with Ms. Pichette. It will be held in the auditori-

um and will give you all necessary information about the International Baccalaureate’s 2-year 

Diploma Programme. Everyone will have the possibility to ask questions and we will try to fi-

nalize the students’ course selection. 

Exam Week 

Students will begin Exam Week on Monday, June 7th.  This will serve as a year’s worth of hard 

work and an opportunity to reach the goals they set for themselves during the course of the 

school year. The schedule will be shared with all US students on Friday, May 14th. 

We will work to keep the hallways quiet, afford students the study time and breaks they need, 

and proctor the exams. The students' only job, the most important one, is to arrive prepared and 

rise to the challenge. 

On behalf of our faculty and staff, we are honored to work with your students during this year, 

where we are “appreciating individuality” while working with you to make sure your students 

achieve “excellence to the highest level.” 

There is still a little over a month left of school…clearly the busiest one!  

 

Jeff Trudeau 

Director  
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Letter From The Elementary School Principal 

Dear Elementary School Families, 
 
As you know. The academic year is beginning to come to a close. With 
that comes the many activities and events that ensue at the end close of 
any productive academic year. Please take a moment to read about some 
of the events and activities that have recently occurred and about those 
that are soon to come at ISO. 
 
Talent Show- Students did a wonderful job performing in last week’s 
elementary talent show. Acts ranged from singing, to dancing to skits 
and piano. The children did an absolutely amazing job! We are truly 
privileged to be among such brightly shining stars! 
 

MAP Growth Assessment- This week student’s began taking the MAP assessment. This 
growth assessment serves as an excellent opportunity for students to see the progress they 
made over the course of the academic year. Results will be sent home via Plus Portals on Fri-
day May, 28. 
 
Service Learning- On May 19 students from 
pre-k through grade 12 will participate in the 
ISO service learning expo. Service learning 
functions as an excellent opportunity for stu-
dents to develop strategies and action plans to 
help their communities both great and small. 
Students in elementary school participated in 
the following service learning projects: 
Pre-K- Learned information about ISO’s tor-
toises and implemented strategies to ensure the 
proper care of our beloved school pets. 
Kindergarten and Grade 1- Learned how to turn food waste into compost and utilized it to 
grow lovely plants on campus. 
Grades 2&3- Conducted a tutorial session in each of the elementary classes on the benefits of 
fidget toys in the classroom to boost focus and engagement. 

Grade 4&5- Authored and pushilied a (French/
English)  bilingual book for ISO’s operational staff 
(maintenance, gardener, security & cooks) to better com-
municate with students and faculty and to use as a refer-
ence to learn English phrases. 
 
Elementary Celebration of the Arts- Join us on May 
20th for this year’s spring elementary school celebration 
of the arts! The evening will be packed full of visual art 
displays, music performances and a special skit put on by 
the grade 4 and 5 class. 
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Move to the Middle and Fly Up Day- On Friday June, 11 students in elementary school will 
get to experience a preview of their grade for the upcoming school year. Teachers will prepare 
activities and sessions to welcome and help children adjust to the changes that are ahead.  
 
Students in grade 5 will be in for a particularly special treat as they will participate in the 
Move to the Middle. During this day students will shadow children in grade 6 to learn about 
the particulars of upper school. The day will commence with a meeting at 2:30pm during 
which time students and parents will meet with the upper school deans, school counselor and 
principals to discuss strategies for making the transition from elementary school to upper 
school as smooth as possible. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 
Kind Regards, 

 
 

 
 
Ms. Mixon 


