Letter From The Upper School Principal
"Crises provide an opportunity for people to come to know one another and establish bonds
that will endure long after the crisis is over."
-Patrick Lencioni-

Good Morning, Afternoon, or Evening! (Presently 89% of our students are back to our
campus)
As we exit our much-needed (and reflective) Spring Break, I thank you all for living our mission and for working and supporting our students “together”, in this messy and ambiguous
time throughout the world. This year, as we focus on “appreciating individuality”, we have
made new connections, and understood both academics and world events with deeper and
more complex meanings.
End of Spring Break
I hope you had a truly replenishing and renewing Spring Break, as I share some of the progress
we made during this week-long recess in supporting our work together on behalf of your students:




We will be welcoming six “new” educators for the 2021 – 2022 School Year:


Several of them will be working in Upper School to support our changing demographics, growth, and replacing two of our departing faculty.



Grades 7, 8, 9 will be returning to a more traditional structure to help support student
learning.

During the break, I also took a three-day “DP Head of School” virtual workshop on “all
things IB”. This will help me support our DP cohort: Ms. Pichette our Dean of Students
(and our IB Coordinator), along with our teachers and the students. Over the next few
weeks, we will begin the process of having our 10th grade students make their course selections for our two-year IB Diploma Programme. I now know that the focus will be on how
we, as a school, integrate our Approaches to Learning Skills (Communication, Thinking,
Research, Social, and Self-Management) which will be necessary for our students’ success
in both:


The Core Classes {Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay (EE) and Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)}



Their six areas of individual classes

Additional April Notes
Quarter III Reports will be sent home this Fr iday via PlusPor tals; please note:
1. We will advise by our WhatsApp group when they are ready to view.
2. Teachers will only write comments for selected students, and for those who may be
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If you have any questions, please, as always, contact the teacher directly to continue our homeschool partnership and quality communication for your students’ ongoing success here at
the International School of Ouagadougou.
May MAP Assessment: Grades 6 – 9
Next month, we will take our final MAP assessment of the school year. As discussed prior, this
is a diagnostic assessment to let us know:


What areas we need to focus on



How best to adapt our lessons to “both help teachers teach and students
learn.” (nwea.org.)

This third and final test will also help us all understand how our students learned during the
school year, by measuring their progress. More information will be sent out in next month’s
Principal’s Newsletter.
PD Day
A reminder that next Friday will be a professional development day for all teachers and teacher
assistants. It will:


Be a long weekend for our students



Provide our teachers with an additional day to plan and work collaboratively to set
your students up for success for the final quarter of the school year.

Once again, welcome back, and best wishes for a wonderful weekend with your family.
Jeff

2

Letter From The Elementary School Principal
Dear Elementary School Families,
Quarter 3 Reports Please note that quar ter 3 repor ts will be sent via
Plus Portals tomorrow afternoon. Quarter 3 reports are only for students
who are performing below grade level in any of the core subjects and for
students who have extenuating social and emotional needs. Please remember to contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions or if you
would like additional information on ways to help your child meet their academic goals.
PD Day: Next friday will ser ve as a professional development day for all ISO teacher s and
teaching assistants. While this is a day off for students, teachers will utilize the day participating in activities and workshops focused on strategies to support students in the classroom.
Map Assessment: Next month students will take their final MAP (measure of academic
progress) assessment of the academic year. This assessment is an excellent opportunity for students to see the growth that they have made since the initial assessment which was taken in August. While this is not an assessment that requires studying please prepare your child by encouraging him/her to try their best and ensuring they get adequate sleep.
If you have any questions or concerns, please remember that I am always available via email at
j.mixon@iso.bf or in person with a prior scheduled appointment.
Thank you,
Ms. Mixon
Associate Elementary School Principal
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ES Talent Show
Dear Elementary School Parents,
Your child has come home with the ES Talent Show Poster. Please take a moment to fill this
form with your child to sign them up for the Auditions.
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