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Turtle Talk 

International School of Ouagadougou Community, 

November was indeed a busy month!!!  Much has occurred since our last Turtle Talk: 

 The Association Meeting 
 The Student/Parent/Teachers conference 
 Teachers Train Teachers {T3} -- this year we focused on our own staff professional devel-
opment 
 An off-campus evacuation safe haven drill with the SPEAR team from the U.S. Mission and 
their supporting local partners here in Burkina Faso 

Indeed, despite access restrictions to our campus and limited activities held at ISO due to the present 
health pandemic, the school has remained “buzzy” (and will continue to be) for all of those who are 
part of our vibrant school community. 

This year, we have seen that with our focus on 140 students, we have been able to put our curriculum 
firmly in place. Thus, ISO is better able to meet each student’s needs, and our student population is 
well ahead of the projections made at the end of last school year.  

That said, when it comes to International Education, there are two constants: change and transi-
tion. Although we expect to welcome some 18 “new” students to ISO after the winter break, we also 
anticipate losing six great students. As one of these parents told me when sharing the news of his 
transfer: “When anybody asks me about life in Ouagadougou, I tell them that they don’t have to wor-
ry about the school; their children will get an excellent education.” 

 We await the continuation of that tradition in 2021, with great expectation, as the school will be on 
Winter Break from December 18th to January 10th.    

 We look forward to seeing you on January 11th, refreshed, and ready to conclude the first semester of 
the school year! 

 

Jeff 
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Message from the Board of Trustees 
Board Mission Statement: 

 Academic Excellence, Economic Security, 
and Long-Term School Viability 

 

The International School of Ouagadougou Board of Trustees, in active partnership with the 
community, shall provide an academically excellent, economically secure, safe and nurturing 
environment.  The Board of Trustees’ goal is long-term school viability for all students, 
through a comprehensive curriculum that emphasizes a strong education, while meeting and 
exceeding international standards, and challenging each student to build on natural abilities 
and develop skills to be a life-long learner. 
  
Please be aware that on Tuesday, the Board of Trustees held their first official Board meeting 
of the School year.  
On Friday, December 11th, they will complete an afternoon virtual retreat* in which the focus 
will be on individual trustees and overall Board responsibilities. The core goals of this virtual 
retreat will not just be to focus on the “here” and “now”, but also having the unique responsi-
bilities as a Trustee to hold the school’s future viability “in trust.”  
 *Note: this year’s Board Training will be conducted by Mr. David Chojnacki, author of 
the "International Trustee Handbook"  and Director of ISO from 1981 - 1984!  

Last year’s Board of Trustees discovered that the challenges and demands of trusteeship 
are considerable, and so are the rewards: being part of an honorable enterprise, realizing the 
power of collaboration, and enjoying the satisfaction of service.  
 

 On a personal note, I wish, on behalf of our entire school community, to thank last year’s out-
going members. Under their stewardship, the school: 

https://www.amazon.ca/International-Trustee-Handbook-Governance-Independent/dp/B001C1YCV4
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Message from the Board of Trustees 
 Lessened the financial impact of the global pandemic 

 Brought the IB diploma program 

 Had no tuition increase for this academic year, in order to best support our communi-
ty.  

I am pleased to announce that our new members will continue the selfless service to the Board 
this year, and will put all their focus in assisting the International School of Ouagadougou in 
its next stage of development. 
  
It also gives me great pleasure to announce this year’s 10-member (nine voting) Board of 
Trustees. On behalf of our entire school community, I thank you for your service. 

 
ISO 2020-2021 Board Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board of Trustees looks forward to working seamlessly, to ensure that the International 
School of Ouagadougou is able to deliver its core mission of Academic Excellence, Econom-
ic Security, and Long-Term School Viability. 
The Board’s focus this year will be on ensuring both the long-term viability of the school, 
and improving our institution’s overall financial health, which in part is still recovering from 
our half-year Government-mandated closure due to the coronavirus health crisis of 2020. 
 
The Board looks forward to meeting with all community stakeholders in the very near future. 

CHAIR Georges Restom (Appointed) 

VICE-CHAIR Jonathan Reed (Appointed) 

TREASURER Dharmendra Pathak 

SECRETARY Kate Soubeiga 

MEMBERS André Sonnichsen (Appointed) 

Micheal Keller 

Lea Fadoul 

Rose Drabo 

Amadou Ndiaye 

DIRECTOR Jeff Trudeau 
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Dear ISO community, 
It is that time of the year where we invite you to our  

 

This year, we are trying something new. We are combining the Elementary and Upper Schools and, to 
continue promoting some social distance, we are having a gallery-type celebration where you will be 
able to walk around and see our artists’ work and at work. The auditorium will remain our main stage, 
but there will be less seating area and it will be socially distanced. The students will perform follow-
ing this schedule: 

When you are not attending one of these performances, you will be welcome at the back of the audito-
rium, in the US hallway, in the US Art room and under the US paillottes, to see the students’ artwork. 
 
We hope to see many of you on Thursday, December 10th to celebrate your child’s artistic talents. 

 
 

 
Ms. Rosalind Fussell, Ms. Marie-Hélène Pichette and Ms. Tamanna Sehgal 

Celebration Of The Arts (COTA) 

Time Program Place 

18h30 Welcome  Auditorium 

18h35 Band 6-12 Auditorium  

18h55 Shadow puppets 4-5 MS Science room (Ms. Trudeau’s room) 
ES filmed singing performances Auditorium  

19h05 Magic show 6 US paillotte 

ES filmed singing performances Auditorium 

19h20 Shadow puppets 4-5 MS Science room (Ms. Trudeau’s room) 

ES filmed singing performances Auditorium 

19h30 Band 6-12 Auditorium  

19h45 Closing words Auditorium 

Celebration of the Arts 

Thursday, December 10
th

 at 18h30 
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DELF 
Dear ISO community,                                                                                  

 

The French department is happy to inform you that our 

students who sat the DELF exam in October all succeed-

ed! Bravo to all of them!  

 As a reminder, this session of the DELF is considered to 

be last school year’s session because due to the covid-19 

pandemic and the fact that we finished our school year 

virtually, our students were unable to sit the exam at the 

end of the year. However, these results are a proof that 

the students were still learning during the distance learn-

ing period. As teachers, we committed to keep the quality 

education which we were delivering face-to-face during 

the distance learning, even though we, as well as the students and the parents, were new to this 

unusual situation. Thank you again to the parents for their continued support in their children’s 

education!  

The DELF session for this school year is programmed to take place in May; stay tuned for 

more information to come but in the meantime, if you have some questions regarding the ex-

am, don’t hesitate to contact the French Department.  

 

The French department  
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Snack Shack Menu: December 

*All prices are in CFA 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

HOT MEALS are served with a choice of daily veggie or fruit, but soups are not 

Chicken 

Pasta 

1000 Beef Quiche  

w/salad 

1000 Beef Sausage Pizza W/
mixed salad or W/out 
mixed Salad 

1300 

  

  

  

Ground beef  

potato stew 

700 Chicken burger 700 

Falafel Burger 700 

Mini Cheese Chicken 
Burger 

850 

Vegetable  

Pasta 

   700 Vegetable 
Quiche 

w/salad 

  

  800 Pizza margherita w/
mixed salad 

 

Or w/out mixed salad 

  

1300 

  

1000 

  

Vegetables  

Potato stew 

500 Hotdog Rolls (beef) 

 

700 

        Aloco OR 

French Fries 

  

500 

Tomato 
Soup 

   500 Creamy spin-
ach Soup 

500  Tomato soup  500   

SANDWICHES 

Ham and 
Cheese 

  700 Egg Salad 700   Tuna salad 700   

Veggie   700 

  

Veggie 700 Veggie 700 

Falafel   750 Falafel 750 Falafel 700 

SNACKS DRINKS 

Plantain Chips 

  

500 Mango Chips 700 Fruit Cup 500 Water Bottle 500 Fan Milk 200 

Peanuts 

  

Cashews 

  

200 

  

500 

Cake/Biscuits 500 Popcorn 100 Juice 

box juice 

Lemonade 

Bissap 

ice-tea 

500 Fan Chocolate 250 
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ISO Community Calendar 
December 2020 

ISO Community Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

MAP Tests 

Start 

2 3 4 

 

 

5 

6 7 

 

8 

MAP Tests  

End 

9 10 

Celebration 

Of the 

Arts 

11 

Independence 

Day 

12 

13 14 

 

 

  

15 16 

MAP Results 

Online 

17 18 

School Wide 

Hot Chocolate 

 

Kahoot/ Water 

Baloon 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 21 

Winter Break 

22 

Winter Break 

23 

Winter Break 

24 

Winter Break 

25 

Winter Break 

/ 

Christmas 

26 

Winter Break 

27 28 

Winter Break 

29 

Winter Break 

30 

Winter Break 

31 

Winter Break 

  



8 

                  
 

ISO Community Calendar 
January 2021 

ISO Community Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Jan. 31     1 

Winter Break 

2 

3 4 

Winter Break 

5 

Winter Break 

6 

Winter Break 

7 

Winter Break 

8 

Winter Break 

9 

10 11 

School Re-

sumes 

12 13 

 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 

Board meeting 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 

Half Day/ 

Field Day 

27 

School Pho-

tos 

(TBC) 

28 29 30 


