
1 

Turtle Talk 

Great Start and Great Expectations  

Director’s Message 

As I heard during the Open House, where 60 parents RSVP in ad-
vance to meet our dedicated teaching team, “our students are ex-
cited to be physically back on campus.”   I have heard that over a 
dozen students woke up at 05:00 am, ready to get back to our 
school campus on Wednesday, August 19th. Indeed, this was a 
special day, as we opened our doors to have face-to-face instruc-
tion after almost six months of not being physically on campus.  
Normally over the course of the summer, the International School 

of Ouagadougou does typical routine maintenance (refurbishing, 

painting, cleaning, electrical work, etc.). This summer was not a 

typical summer…. In addition to our usual summer upkeep of our 

campus, this year we added wash stations, Plexiglas dividers, and 

over 50 hand gel and soap dispensers. 

       … / ... 

A Additional Safety and Hygiene Check! 

B ISO Reopening Plan in English and French Check! 

C New Arrival Protocol Check! 

D New Dismissal Protocol Check! 

E New Lunch Procedures to ensure student 
safety 

Check! 

F Pre Kinder 3-year old program launched Check! 

G Pre Kinder 3 and 4-year old “extended day 
program” 

Check! 

H MAP Testing to measure “where our students 
are” 

Check! 

Source: The New Yorker 
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Great Start and Great Expectations  

These extra measures are helping to ensure that we are able to offer all our students a safe and appro-
priate learning environment. 

In addition, we welcomed several new teachers: Martin Caldon, Rosalind Fussel, Hassia Trudeau, and 
others … we are also pleased to welcome many new students and families into our community.  This 
year, 30% of our students are “new” (well, at least to ISO), and we expect that by late September, we 
will have approximately 140 students enrolled in our Pre K 3 – Grade 12 Academic Program. We are 
extremely excited, not only to see them on our school site, but also to welcome them here to ISO. 

This year, we have a few goals that we, as a team, will be focusing on:  

 One of our goals, coming up in October, is our MSA Re-Accreditation Visit. This will help 
us ensure that we are offering a quality international school program that meets and exceeds 
both U.S. Standards, as well as that of other International Schools worldwide. 
 Another goal we have in place for this year is to successfully offer our very first year of the 
IB Diploma Programme to our 11th and 12th grade students. 

  

However, knowing that we achieved our first goal, " successfully re-opening our physical campus", 
although we know that nothing will be easy, ... if we work together, then everything can be possible 
and obtainable.   

Once again, it is great to be back, and to have students back on our school site. 

  

Jeff Trudeau 

 
Director 
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ISO Parents, 

Thank you for supporting our re-opening procedures. It is hard to believe that we have only been back to 

school physically for two weeks. As per our Re-Opening Plan (attached for reference), we have, as per our 

policy, completed a two-week re-evaluation of our health and safety measures in support of your students. 

Please note the following re-evaluation of our present protocols: 

         Morning Drop-

Off 

Hand Washing, Temperature Checks, and face coverings inspection will 

remain firmly in place. 

         Afternoon pick-

ups 

We have placed social distancing lines outside for parents/nannies and 

drivers. Please be sure to use the new student ID’s that have your stu-

dents’ first name and grade level. 

         Masks during PE Students do not need to wear masks during P.E. as long as they are socially 

distanced. 

         ASAs ASAs will remain on hiatus and be evaluated in 2 additional weeks’ time. 

         Lunch Effective September 3rd, lunch may be dropped off at the security pedes-

trian entrance by 11:30am. Secur ity will provide clear ly-labeled student 

lunches to the Front Office: 

  Students in Upper School may pick up their lunches from the Of-

fice at 12:05.  

  For students in Elementary School, food will be picked up by our 

Teaching Assistants. 

Back To School Action Plan 

https://www.iso.bf/application/files/4415/9706/5846/ISO_August_2020_Reopening_Plan_Eng.pdf
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Dear ISO Community, 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we would like to thank you for your unwavering support to the Interna-

tional School of Ouagadougou and the education of your students. For this year, the Board stated in May: “The 

Board of ISO understands these difficult times are challenging for the education of our students as well as for 

parents who have been called upon around the world to adjust to virtual learning.”   

In recognition of this reality, there is no increase in tuition for this year.  Tuition will remain flat this academic 

year (unchanged), as our goal is to provide the school with financial stability, while recognizing our communi-

ty’s support of the International School of Ouagadougou.   

The schools economic model is based on several areas that are deem critical to support our students’ educa-

tion: 

 Maintaining a high-quality, data-driven, academic program 

 The quantity and quality of the teaching staff needed to deliver this type of academic program 

 Maintaining a teaching staff that is certified in accordance with our accrediting agency 

As we are all aware, these are challenging times, both in Burkina Faso, and worldwide.   The decision to 

freeze our fee structure for the 2020 – 2021 School Year reflects an acknowledgement of the current situation.  

As a non-profit institution, we seek to provide the high quality of education that you expect at ISO while also 

ensuring the school’s long term economic viability.  This freeze reflects our best efforts to be true to both of 

those objectives during this memorable period throughout the world.  

If any of the above information is in any way unclear, or if you have any questions, please contact our office at 

25 26 13 50 or email us directly at i.nikiema@iso.bf with a copy to the Director at j.trudeau@iso.bf. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

The ISO Finance Department 

From the Finance Department 
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*The 2020 – 2021 Economic Model continues to have different fees for different divisions: Pre Kinder 3, 

Pre Kinder 4, Elementary School, Middle School and High School. 

** During 2020 - 2021 School Year, ISO is proud to introduce the International Bacalaureate Diploma Pro-

gram (IBDP) for Grades 11 and 12. 

 

PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

 Banking 

 Important Information 

 First time parents: for  information on our  account numbers please check with 

i.nikiema@iso.bf 

 All incoming wire charges/fees are the responsibility of the payer. 

 ISO is a private, non-profit school, for the benefit of the local and foreign communities, and is gov-

erned and directed as set forth in the school’s bylaws and policies. The institution falls under the 

legal jurisdiction of the laws, rules and regulations of Burkina Faso. 

 ISO maintains a strict policy of no tuition refunds. This policy applies to all cases of student 

withdrawal, or situations where the student does not commence studies at ISO, including a force 

majeure school closure. The Board of Trustees maintains the right to evaluate and/or enforce this 

policy. 

 

All school policies of ISO are available in the office, or at www.iso.bf 

Burkinabè check, CFA, cash payment: Wire transfer from a foreign Bank (Non-

Burkinabè): 

Banks: Ecobank 

The Pan African Bank 

Bank: 

  

Address: Ecobank Burkina Faso 

49, rue de l’hôtel de ville 

01BP 145 Ouagadougou 01 

Address:  

Account 

Number: 

Please contact ISO 

Finance Office 

Account 

Number: 

Please contact ISO  Finance 

Office 

  ABA /SWIFT 031101266 NRTHUS33XXX 

From the Finance Department 
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Here at ISO, we use PlusPortals, our online web portal 

for our parents to be kept up-to-date on their children's 

progress throughout the year. 

PlusPortals is easy to use and has many functions such 

as the ability to see real-time data concerning your 

child's grades, as well as to communicate with their 

teacher(s). These are just a couple of the many func-

tions available on PlusPortals. The ParentPlus Portal 

Web Application User Guide provides an overview of 

the parent portal and describes the following tasks: 

         Getting started tasks: Log in, change your password, switch roles, and 
read an overview of portal features. 

         Coursework tasks: View upcoming and submitted coursework and submit 
assignments for your students. 

  Class-specific tasks: Email teachers and view class coursework, resources, 
communications, and lesson plans. 

  Grading tasks: View grades, repor t cards, and class per formance. 

  School communication tasks: View school communications, resources, direc-
tories, calendar events, and e-mail or message school staff. 

  Portal preferences: Set e-mail preferences for receiving school communications 
and student progress reports, edit your contact information, if and when needed. 

  Group tasks: View groups your students are members of. 

For log-in instructions, see Log in to Your Parent Portal. 

For any questions please contact the IT Department at ITDept@iso.bf 

From IT: PlusPortal 

https://docs.rediker.com/guides/plusportals-parent/web/get-started/login.htm
mailto:ITDept@iso.bf
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From the Medical Office 
Dear Parents, 

 

 The school nurse Aimee Dayamba works Monday to Friday during school hours Dr. Sountoura’s hours are 

Mondayand Thursday  mornings from 7.30am – 9:00am for consultations . 

You will have given the school your child(ren)’s medical records on their admission, because this helps us if 

anything happens at school. We are working at the start of this academic year to keep these records up to 

date.  

 School policy recommends that all school students should be seen by a medical doctor every 2 years to en-

sure that they are healthy and able to reach their highest potential. If you would like to update the medical 

records for your children you may inform the medical office of changes in your child(ren)’s health by drop-

ping off a copy of their recent (less than 2 years) completed health check form for our records – signed by a 

medical practitioner, or other documents such as updated vaccination records.  

 We will be reviewing your child(ren)’s records and will contact you if anything is missing. In the past, chil-

dren identified as needing an up to date health check are then invited to either see their own medical practi-

tioner (we can provide you with a form for this). 

Daily health: If your  child is showing symptoms before school (vomiting, coughing , conjunctivitis 

(pink eye) loss of smell, loss of taste, diarrhea or fever etc. )please do NOT send your child to school as they 

may contaminate other staff and students) and inform the teacher or office. 

  

We are committed to looking after the health of your children. 

 

 

Dr Sountoura 

Nurse Aimee Dayamba 
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ISO Library Information  

Welcome to the ISO Library!  I look forward to seeing everyone in the library often.  

The most important word we use in the library is respect. This idea can be referred to in many situations and I 

try to use it with the students often.  I encourage them to respect themselves as learners, to respect others who 

are using the library, to treat the books with respect and to respect the learning atmosphere of the library.  

Library materials may be checked out by ISO families only.  Parents may set up a personal account, but when 

lending materials, priority will always be given to students.  In general, the guidelines for checkout are:  PK- 

Grade 2: 2 items at a time; Grades 3-5: 3 items at a time; Grades 6-12: 5 items at a time.  If students are work-

ing on special projects or require reference materials, they may speak to me individually about borrowing ad-

ditional materials. The usual lending period is one week, but it has been wonderful to see so many of our stu-

dents taking books out almost daily, in addition to the weekly visits they make with their classes.  Wishing 

you all a wonderful school year. 

Library Hours:  7:45am – 3:15pm. 

Elementary Library Schedule: 

PK3/PK4:  Tuesday                 

Kindergarten/Grade 1:  Friday         

Grade 2/3:  Thursday             

Grade 4/5 Wednesday   

 
 
 

Happy Reading, 

   Linda Aikins - Librarian 
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All students at ISO work together to develop 21st Century Skills.  These skills begin in Pre-
Kindergarten (Age 3 and 4.)   In this age group, students learn to be part of a classroom com-
munity and adapt to our school environment.  

  

The program and instruction of our Pre Kinder extended day is in English and our staff is bilin-
gual to ease the transition for all our students to become fluent English speakers prior to enter-
ing into our accredited academic program.   

  

Our qualified Pre Kinder Extended Day Staff includes: 

       Experienced early childhood specialist to provide a play based inquiry learning envi-
ronment 

       An experienced and trained teaching assistant to work with individuals or small 
groups to develop learning concepts in English – the target language of instruction. 

       Fluent English Speaking Staff. 

  

The Pre Kinder Extended Day Program intends to help students fortify their English and Aca-
demic Skills through play based learning.  The program runs from 1:30 – 3:15.   For more in-
formation please contact iso@iso.bf 

  

To register for the program please contact our finance office at i.nikiema@iso.bf 

ISO Pre Kinder Extended Day Program 

mailto:iso@iso.bf
mailto:i.nikiema@iso.bf
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University Information Night  

On September 10. 2020 

18h-20h 

All grade 11-12 families and stu-

dents are invited to a presentation in 

the Auditorium 

Ms. Sanfo,  

Dean of Students, will be 

discussing various universi-

ty-related topics 
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Extra Info!  

Do you have skills you'd like to share, a wish to  be a part of a 

great team, want to make friends and a little extra time to spare? 

Why not channel your energies and talents into the ISO PTA. It’s 

a lovely mixed group of men, women, Anglophones and Franco-

phones. Contact us through: isopta@iso.bf  

Our ISO website can keep you updated and informed. You can see what the monthly menu 

is, have a look at the calendar , find out about upcoming events. This is where you can also 

have access to our constitution and By-laws as well as our Child Protection Policy and par-

ent responsibilities. Take time to have a look: www.iso.bf .  

Lost property: We already have a nice collection of lost bags, bot-

tles, snack boxes and clothing! Please can you label everything if your 

kids are young and remind your older ones to check lost property which 

is the large wooden box outside Pre-K. At the end of each month, we put 

all the lost property on the table by the entrance for parents and kids to 

have a final check. Things remaining at the end of the year get donated. 

Important contacts: School phone number:(0026) 

25 36 21 43 / 25 36 13 50. Please add to your phone 

contacts so you know it’s the school calling.  

CRO/School email: iso@iso.bf   

Upper School inquiries (schedule/subjects/

placements etc): f.balima@iso.bf 

Contacting school: Classroom issue? Email the 

teacher directly.  

IT issues: PlusPortal, Gmail lists etc : 

ITDept@iso.bf 

Follow us on Facebook @ISchoolouaga to have 

updates about the campus daily life 
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Snack Shack Menu: September 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

HOT MEALS are served with a choice of daily veggie or fruit, but soups are not 

Noodle beef 
gratin 

1000 Roasted chicken 
w/fried rice 

1000 Pizza ground 
beef 

1000 Creamy Beef 
fillet w/
sautéed 
potatoes 

1000 Hamburger 500 

Falafel Burger 700 

Mini Cheese Burger 750 

Vegetables 
noodle 
gratin 

   
800 

Vegetable bro-
chettes w/
fried rice 

  

  800 Pizza mar-
gherita 

  

1000 Sautéed potato 
w/ creamy 
vegetables 

1000 Hotdog Rolls (beef) 

 

700 

        Aloco OR 

French Fries 

  

500 

Tomato Soup    
500 

Tomato and   
vermicelli 
soup 

500   

  

  

Tomato 
Soup 

  

 500 

  

  

  

  

SANDWICHES 

Cheese   700 Toasted Ham 
Sandwich 

700   Beef Sausage 
Veggie 

700   

Veggie   700 

  

Veggie 700 Veggie 700 

Falafel   750 Falafel 750 Falafel 700 

SNACKS DRINKS 

Plantain 
Chips 

  

500 Mango Chips 700 Fruit Cup 500 Water Bottle 500 Fan Milk 200 

Peanuts 

  

Cashews 

  

200 

  

500 

Cake/Biscuits 500 Popcorn 100 Juice 

 box juice 

 Lemonade 

 Bissap 

 ice-tea 

500 Fan Choco-
late 

250 

*All prices are in CFA 
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ISO Community Calendar 
September 2020 

ISO Community Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

18:00 Open 

House 

2 

18:30: Whole 

School Phone 

Tree Drill 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

6 7 

MAP Tests 

End  

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Fire Drill 

                                                                                                                             

18h-20h 

Parents’ Info 

Evening 

G11/12  

11 

 

12 
ACT 

13 14 

MAP Results 

Online  

15 

18:00 Board 

Meeting  

 

 

16 

 

17 

Classroom 

Lockdown Drill  

18 19 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 24 

On Campus 

Safe Haven 

Drill  

25 

PD Day  

26 

SAT 

TOEFL 

 

15:30 Board Train-

ing (TBC)  

27 28 

ISO Holiday  
29 

Progress Re-

ports Online  

30 
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ISO Community Calendar 
October 2020 

ISO Community Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

 

 

1 2 

 

 

3 

4 5 

 

6 7 

 

8 9 10 
ACT 

 

TOEFL  

11 12 

DELF Starts 

 

 

  

13 

  

14 

 

 

15 16 

 

17 

 

 

18 19 

MSA Accredita-

tion visit (virtual) 

20 

18:00 Board 

Meeting  

 

MSA Accredita-

tion visit (virtual) 

21 

8:00 CWTD  

 

 

MSA Accredita-

tion visit (virtual) 

22 23 

End of Q1  

24 

25 26 

Fall Break 

27 

Fall Break 

28 

Fall Break 

29 

Mouloud 

30 

Fall Break 

31 


