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On-Campus Learning Update 

Last week, we welcomed 160 plus students on campus, and have set a three-year high in en-
rollment here at ISO. We are expecting to have even more students in the next few weeks!    

This year, we continue to celebrate having students for in-person learning. On the first day of 
school, two elementary students got out of the car and ran onto campus. I looked at the parents 
who were trailing behind and said, "Your children are happy to come to school". The parents - 
I could tell they were smiling under their masks – replied "Not as happy as we are to have 
them out of the house!" 
 
We had students doing physical learning last year for a record-tying 173 days, and we hope to 
top that number this year!  The majority of our international staff has been vaccinated, so their 
anxiety level is much lower and the campus, this year, has a much lighter feel to it. 
 
I am starting my 2nd year at ISO, and I am pleased to announce that my family and I have ac-
cepted an additional contractual period to July of 2023.  However, for now, the focus is on 
helping the International School of Ouagadougou and the Board of Trustees ensure that with 
our expanded enrollment we can continue to ensuring our quality academic program.  

 
As we prepare for yet another stressful year, I encourage all members of our community to 
prioritize their own self-care. We cannot serve our students if we are not in a good place or if 
our energy is low.  Make the time for the activities that recharge you. By doing so, we set an 
example for our students, and give them the unspoken permission to turn off the computer and 
spend time with family, exercising, or simply getting enough sleep. 

Jeff 
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Director’s Message 

Limited After School Activity Program (ASAP) to begin on Monday, Sept. 6th. 

Our ASAP is designed to extend and broaden our educational program in its intellectual, physi-
cal, and social dimensions. They are limited in scope, as they are not meant to entertain and 
keep students longer at school. As any other school activity, the choice and implementation is 
research-based and data driven. The choice (or selection) of activities is limited by not just our 
human and financial resources, but also by our 18 month understanding of mitigating risk dur-
ing this ongoing global pandemic. 
 
That is why all the after school activities, as our educational program, are to be run mostly by 
teachers, “the experts in education.” They have been working hard the first two weeks of 
school in both learning design and implementation of the entire educational program, including 
our ASAP.  
 
For this semester, like the last one, each activity will have a maximum number of students in 
order to make them viable and effective. There are many factors we have considered in design-
ing the program: 
 
• A minimum number to ensure implementation  
• An ideal number to optimize results 
• A maximum number above which we may have more students, but we will lose the effec-

tiveness of the teaching techniques 
 
The school will not necessarily repeat any programs that the school was hosting in the past 
years, as we want to add “vibrancy.”   We have a three-year peak in enrollment and the needs 
of our students have changed; we are clearly up for that change and want to challenge our stu-
dents in a safe and appropriate environment here at ISO.  
 
Once again, our apologies as our safety protocols are for students and teachers to only allowed 
on campus at the present time.  Our hope is that our ASAP program can make it all the way 
through the first semester, without interruption, however, if conditions in Ouagadougou neces-
sitate, we may need to suspend the program for either for the short or the long term.  
 
“Random”  Parent Java with Jeff  

As discussed in my last newsletter, ISO parents will be invited when a need arises, to have a 
virtual town hall meeting with the Director. These meetings will be held on the Zoom platform. 

In addition, once a month, the Director – Jeff — at random, will call in parents from different 
divisions and backgrounds to have a general discussion on how their student is learning and 
progressing at the International School of Ouagadougou. Parents will be chosen randomly to 
join the Director for coffee and to provide him with a chance to take the pulse of our commu-
nity. 

These “random” meetings will be held from 7:45 - 8:45a.m.  
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ISO Parents, 

Thank you for supporting our re-opening procedures. It is hard to believe that we have only 

been back to school physically for two weeks. 

Please note our present protocols our health and safety measures in support of your students As 

per our 2021-2022 COVID-19 Plan:  

• Morning 

Drop-Off 

Hand Washing, Temperature Checks, and face coverings inspec-

tion will remain firmly in place. 

• Afternoon 

pick-ups 

We have placed social distancing lines outside for parents/

nannies and drivers. Please be sure to use the new student ID’s 

that have your students’ first name and grade level. 

• Masks  dur-

ing PE 

Students do not need to wear masks during P.E. as long as they 

are socially distanced. 

• ASAP A limited ASAP (15h30-1630) will start this Monday, September 

06.2021 

• Lunch Lunch may be dropped off at the security pedestrian entrance by 

11:30am. Security will provide clearly-labeled student lunches 

to the Front Office: 

Ø  Students in Upper School may pick up their lunches 

from the Office at 12:05.  

Ø  For students in Elementary School, food will be picked 

up by our Teaching Assistants. 

Back To School Action Plan 

https://www.iso.bf/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/ISO-Covid-19-Operational-Manual-Aug.-13-Version-10.pdf
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RE: Economic Fee Structure for the International School of Ouagadougou 

Dear ISO Community, 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we would like to thank you for choosing the International 

School of Ouagadougou to educate your students. This is a privilege that we take very serious-

ly. 

During the school year, we have truly worked together to help our students live our mission -

 The International School of Ouagadougou cultivates diversity, respect, knowledge and 

character, and strives to develop global citizens who contribute towards a better, more peace-

ful world. 

The Board of Trustees concluded our deliberations on ISO's fee structure for the 2021 - 2022 

School Year. During our discussions, we identified several areas that we deemed critical to 

our tuition model: 

• Our commitment to continuing to maintain a high-quality, individualized data-driven , ac-

ademic program 

• The quantity and quality of the teaching staff needed to deliver this type of individualized 

program 

• Our commitment to maintaining a teaching staff that is fully certified in accordance with 

our accreditation agency 

• Our commitment to carrying out needed improvements and renovations to ISO's physical 

plant 

• Our commitment to continuing to implement and use technology to prepare our students for 

success beyond the International School of Ouagadougou 

• ISO's continued drive to use the most advanced assessment and testing systems to ensure 

that ALL our students achieve measurable student growth. 

As we are all aware, these are extremely complex economic times in Burkina Faso. The ap-

proved Economic Model contains the entire cost of your student's education, and reflects 

our best effort to be true to the spirit of a non-profit institution, without risking the quality of 

education that you, as parents, expect and deserve to receive from the International School of 

Ouagadougou. 

Greetings from the Board of Trustees. 

The Finance Department 
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Please see the attached details regarding ISO Methods of Payment and if any of the infor-

mation is unclear, please notify our Business Manager, Mr. Basil Mathai(b.mathai@iso.bf) 

 

The Finance Department 
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ISO Open House 
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Grade 11/12 Information Night  
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News from the Upgraded IT Department. 

In a world where digital transformation is accelerating day by day and is on the way to revolutionize 
all aspects of our life especially education, our IT department has modernized.   The International 
School of Ouagadougou with support from both the Board of Trustees and a key school supporters, 
has modernized its network infrastructure for this new school year 2021-2022. This is the first such 
upgrade in the last eight years. However, times clearly show, this is the time to update and modern-
ize IT resources. This summer we installed next-generation: 

• Servers, 

• Switches 

• Access points, 

• All this provided uniformity for how the internet is distributed throughout the school. 

• Finally, we also introduced a firewall to secure our network, and we have provided new laptops    
and iPads for teachers and students. 

In addition the IT Team has collaborated with Orange to get a dedicated (school use only) fiber optic 
line that delivers 4X the speed of the system used last year. As technology improves throughout 
Burkina Faso, the cost of increasing speed and changing systems is actually more cost effective for 
the school. 

To that end the IT team would like to inform you also of pending student user cyber-safety policy 
changes. ISO updated and implemented the student user cyber-safety Acceptable Use Policy Agree-
ment for Students effective October 1, 2021. The policy agreement will be delivered electronically via 
your email. Upon receipt, ISO requires your review, and acknowledgement by E-signature no later 
than October 20, 2021. 

Our policies were updated to meet institutional obligations, European GDPR, Partner's Services deliv-
ery Standards, and Accreditation and membership compliance requirements. 

Please review the following Welcome Notice and ISO student user cyber-safety policies and for your 
awareness: ISO Student User Cyber-Safety Policy 

From IT 

Old Servers New Servers 

Old laptop on the left and Brand new 

powerful laptop on the right 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fPoxbvuwSc3MmuZCwIby1ccw03fbTV2o/view?usp=sharing
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Here at ISO, we use PlusPortals, our online 
web portal for our parents to be kept up-to-
date on their children's 
progress throughout the year. 

PlusPortals is easy to use and has many 
functions such as the ability to see real-time 
data concerning your child's grades, as well 
as to communicate with their teacher(s). 
These are just a couple of the many 
functions available on PlusPortals. The 
ParentPlus Portal Web Application User 
Guide provides an overview of the parent 
portal and describes the following tasks: 

•   Getting started tasks: Log 
in, change your password, 
switch roles, and read an 
overview of portal features. 

•  Coursework tasks: View upcoming and submitted coursework and submit 
assignments for your students. 

▪  Class-specific tasks: Email teachers and view class coursework, resources, 
communications, and lesson plans. 

▪  Grading tasks: View grades, report cards, and class performance. 

▪  School communication tasks: View school communications, and e-mail or 
message school staff. 

▪  Portal preferences: Set e-mail preferences for receiving school communications 
and student progress reports, edit your contact information, if and when needed. 

 

For log-in instructions, see Log in to Your Parent Portal. 

For log-in: plusportals.com/iso 

For any questions please contact the IT Department at ITDept@iso.bf 

From IT: PlusPortal 

https://docs.rediker.com/plusportals/manager/log-in-to-the-parentplus-portal-web-application-327892.html
http://plusportals.com/iso
mailto:ITDept@iso.bf
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The Medical Office 
Dear Parents, 

 

The school nurse Aimee Dayamba works Monday to Friday during school hours and the International Medi-

cal Center(CMI)  hours are Monday and Thursday  mornings from 7.30am – 9:00am for consultations . 

You will have given the school your child(ren)’s medical records on their admission, because this helps us if 

anything happens at school. We are working at the start of this academic year to keep these records up to 

date.  

School policy recommends that all school students should be seen by a medical doctor every 2 years to en-

sure that they are healthy and able to reach their highest potential. If you would like to update the medical 

records for your children you may inform the medical office of changes in your child(ren)’s health by drop-

ping off a copy of their recent (less than 2 years) completed health check form for our records – signed by a 

medical practitioner, or other documents such as updated vaccination records.  

We will be reviewing your child(ren)’s records and will contact you if anything is missing. In the past, chil-

dren identified as needing an up to date health check are then invited to either see their own medical practi-

tioner (we can provide you with a form for this). 

Daily health: If your child is showing symptoms before school (vomiting, coughing , conjunctivitis (pink 

eye) loss of smell, loss of taste, diarrhea or fever etc. ) please do NOT send your child to school as they may 

contaminate other staff and students) and inform the teacher or office. 

  

We are committed to looking after the health of your children. 

 

 

Nurse Aimee Dayamba 
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ISO LIBRARY NEWS 
Dear ISO Community, 
Your Library is happy to be physically open to students and 
wishing all another exciting and productive school year! 
 
 I hope you are ready to commence the upcoming session with aspiration and vigor! 
Library materials may be checked out as of 30th August 2021, by students and teachers. Parents 
may set a personal account when lending materials, but priority will always be given to stu-
dents. 
 
In general, the guideline to check out books are as follows: 
 
Grade                 Number of items to check out 
 
 PK3/4 and K/1    1   Book 
Grade 2              2   Books 
Grade 3-5           3   Books 
US                      5   Books 
 
If children are working on projects or require reference materials, they may contact me individ-
ually. 
The usual lending period is one week but books can be checked in and out if the student wants 
to renew before the lending period during the week in addition to their respective weekly clas-
ses. 
 
Library Hours:  7:45am – 3:15pm. 
 

Elementary Library Schedule: 

PK3: Thursday 

PK4: Friday                

Kindergarten/Grade 1:  Wednesday         

Grade 2:  Friday 

Grade 3: Friday            

Grade 4/5 Tuesday  
 
 

Linda Aikins  -  Librarian 
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Extra Info!  

Cell phones/Personal Laptops/Electronics 
  
The use of cell phones, personal laptops/electronics are allowed in 

the school buildings under teacher supervision. Students may car-

ry a cell phone, but it must be turned off during class time. Cell 

phone/laptop/electronics not issued by the school are not author-

ized to be on the school’s content filter.  Parents are asked to re-

mind students to keep cell phones in a safe place. ISO cannot be 

responsible for lost/stolen/misplaced electronics. 

Our ISO website can keep you updated and informed. You can see what the monthly menu is, 

have a look at the calendar , find out about upcoming events. This is where you can also have 

access to our constitution and By-laws as well as our Child Protection Policy and parent re-

sponsibilities. Take time to have a look: www.iso.bf. 

Lost property: We have a nice collection of lost bags, bottles, 

snack boxes and clothing! Please can you label everything if 

your kids are young and remind your older ones to check lost 

property which is the large wooden box outside Pre-K. At the 

end of each month, we put all the lost property on the table by 

the entrance for parents and kids to have a final check. Things 

remaining at the end of the year get donated. 

Important contacts 

School phone number:(0026) 25 36 21 43 / 25 36 13 50. 

WhatsApp: 00226 76 56 91 44(Join by scanning QR Code) 

Please add to your phone contacts so you know  

it’s the school calling.  

CRO/School email: iso@iso.bf   

Upper School inquiries (schedule/subjects/placements etc): 
f.balima@iso.bf 

Contacting school: Classroom issue? Email the teacher directly 

IT issues: PlusPortal, Gmail lists etc : ITDept@iso.bf 

Follow us on Facebook @ISchoolouaga to have updates about the campus daily life 
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Snack Shack Menu: September 

SNACKS DRINKS 

Plantain 

Chips 

  

500 Mango Chips 700 Fruit Cup 500 Water Bottle 500 Fan Milk 200 

Peanuts 

  

Cashews 

  

200 

  

500 

Cake/Biscuits 500 Popcorn 100 Juice 

 box juice 

 Lemonade 

 Bissap 

 ice-tea 

500 Fan Choco-
late 

250 

*All prices are in CFA 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

HOT MEALS are served with a choice of daily veggie or fruit, but soups are not 

Beef 

Bolognaise 

Spaghetti  

w/bread 

1300 Chicken fried  

Rice with salad 

1500 Chicken  Pizza W 

mixed salad 

or  

W/out mixed 

Salad 

1500 

  

 

1200 

Creamy Beef 

Steak w 

Sautéed 

potatoes and 

green beans 

1500 Hamburger 500 

Falafel Burger 700 

Mini Cheese 

Burger 

750 

Veggie 

Bolognaise 

Spaghetti 

w/bread 

   1000 Vegetables 

fried rice 

w/salad 

  1000 Pizza margherita 

w/mixed salad 

Or 

w/out mixed 

salad 

  

1500 

  

1200 

  

Creamy 

vegetables w 

Sautéed 

potatoes and 

green beans 

1000 Hotdog 

(beef) 

700 

        Aloco OR 

French Fries 

  

500 

Tomato  

soup 

   700 Onion soup 700  Tomato 
soup 

 700   

SANDWICHES 

Beef Ham   900 Avocado and 

egg 

700   Beef Ham 900   

Veggie   700 

  

Veggie 700 Veggie 700 

Falafel   750 Falafel 750 Falafel 750 
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ISO Community Calendar 

>>> September 2021 

SU

ND

AY 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
SATUR-

DAY 

  

  

  

  

  

1 

  

18:30 Whole 
School Phone 

Tree Drill 

2 

  

3 

  

15:00 Dead-
line for Park-

ing 

Stickers 

4 

5 

  

  

  

6 

  

Sem-1 ASA’s 
Begin 

  

MAP Tests End 

  

7 

  

17:00 PTA 
Meeting (TBC) 

18:30 Open 
House 

  

8 

  

International Liter-
acy Day 

9 

  

18:30-20:30 Par-
ents’ Info 

Evening G11/12 

  

10 

  

  MAP Re-
sults Online 

11 

  

  

ACT 

  

12 

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

  

Classroom Lock-
down Drill 

17 

  

18 

  

TOEFL 

  

19 

  

  

20 

  

15:30 Progress 
Reports due to 

Principals 

21 

  

  

18:00 Board 
Meeting 

22 

  

23 

  

On Campus Safe 
Haven 

Drill 

  

24 

   

PD Day 

Day off for 

students 

25 

TOEFL 

  

15:30 
Board 

Training 
(TBC) 

  

  

26 

27 

  

28 

  

Progress Reports 
Online 

29 

  

30 

  

  

  


